METAMORPHOSES
set out. Hadn't you the feeling that you were
forestalling things ?"
"There wasn't a moment to lose.'5
"How do you account for the fact that there
was no resistance to your March on Rome? It
was just like what happened in Germany on
November 9, 1928."
"Same reasons; obsolete system."
"I have been told that the King had already
signed an ordinance declaring a state of siege."
"The ministers had decided on this course,
but the King refused to sign, even when pressed
to do so a second time."
"Suppose the King had agreed, and a state of
siege had been declared, would you have felt sure
of victory even in the case of resistance?"
"We held the valley of the Po, and it is there
that the fate of Italy has always been decided."
"How could you, a soldier, be content during
those last weeks to stay so far from the centre of
action ?"
"I was in command at Milan."
"When you received the King's telegram asking
you to take over the government, were you
surprised, or had you expected it?"
"Expected."
"When on your way to Rome, were you In
the mood of an artist who is about to begin his
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